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PROMOTING THE USE OF OPEN DATA TO 
TACKLE CORRUPTION 

Today when people cannot find the information to monitor budgets or inform policy decisions, it is often because 
there is no established data sharing framework – legal or voluntary – not because the data doesn’t exist. 

Open data can:  

-‐ enable businesses to assess risks and opportunities in different markets so that they can make better 
investment decisions;  

-‐ help citizens to follow and shape the flow of public money across borders;  
-‐ enable governments to work together to create a level playing field for business for example in public 

procurement processes, to attract investment, and to tackle global issues such as tax evasion, corruption 
and the use of anonymous shell companies for money-laundering.  

To maximise its value, data needs to be not only timely, accurate, reliable, granular and available (transparency), 
but also accessible, usable and provided in line with interoperable data standards (open data). Data that is open 
and interoperable can be easily accessed, analysed, shared, compared and combined, generating information that 
business, governments and citizens can use to make better decisions about how to invest their resources.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

-‐ Adopt strong G20 open data principles that build from existing standards such as the Open Data 
Charter and the Open Contracting Global Principles and associated data standard. 
 

-‐ Make existing datasets progressively available as open data in widely used formats that are non-
proprietary, searchable, sortable, platform-independent and machine-readable 
 

-‐ Ensure that the G20 ACWG opens up datasets that are in line with other Working Group priorities, 
such as increasing procurement, beneficial ownership, extractive, fiscal and budget transparency.  
 

-‐ Establish and implement measurable targets on a country-by-country basis for opening up data 
standards to increase access to information. 
 

-‐ Promote data literacy by supporting the collaborative development of guides, documents, training 
and tools that can increase the effectiveness and use of open data across government, civil society and 
business sectors.  

OPENING UP DATASETS 

In 2014 Transparency International UK examined the impact open data could have had on specific instances of 
corrupt behaviour in the UK, drawing from a library of 95 case studies of corrupt behaviour from 2009 – 2014. The 
research examined the method of disclosure for each corrupt incident and what kind of open data disclosure could 
help detect of deter that particular type of corruption. Specifically, it focussed on corruption relating to bribery, 
corrupt insider fraud, undeclared conflict of interests and improper use of public funds and lobbying abuses. 
Findings 

-‐ Open data has not historically played a major role in uncovering incidents of corruption. Only a few 
of the case studies involved corrupt incidents that were disclosed by proactive open data publications. It 
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also concluded that uncovering criminally corrupt behaviour requires dedicated resources, for example, law 
enforcement agencies or investigative journalists. 
 

-‐ However, open data and proactive disclosures can play a powerful role in informing public debate 
about corrupt activity that is not technically illegal or a breach of certain rules, but nevertheless ethically 
questionable.  

 
-‐ Reporting requirements that underpin certain types of open data, for example, registers of financial 

interests for public officials, can also act as an important deterrent against corrupt behaviour. We 
have matched certain types of disclosure which could be used to help detect or deter particular types of 
corruption (see table below). 

Matching integrity data and types of corrupt behaviour 
Type of corrupt behaviour Data most relevant for supporting investigations or revealing 

corrupt behaviour 

Bribery Interests, gifts and hospitality registers 

Corrupt insider fraud Registers of interest and performance information on services 

Undeclared conflict of interest and 
misuse of public funds 

Registers of interest and minutes of official decision-making 
meetings 

Lobbying abuses 
Lobbying meetings data and minutes of official decision-making 
meetings 

Types of datasets analysed for anti-corruption value 

Public Sector Integrity Data 

Appointments data  
Gifts and hospitality register data 
Registers of interest and declarations 
Salary data 
Staff roles and responsibilities 

Lobbying & Decision Making Data 

Lobbying campaign spend (including gifts and hospitality) 
Lobbying meetings data 
Lobbyist register 
Minutes of public sector meetings 
Political donations 
Public consultations, submissions and conclusions 
Reports and papers provided for public decision making 

Public Spending Data 

Allowances and expenses data 
Open contracting data  
Financial statements (projects), budgets and variance reports  
Performance information on services 
Procurement payment receipts 
Public spending records 

Corporate Transparency Data 

Public list of PEP clients by service companies 
Roles and identity of third party agents 
Corporate beneficial ownership transparency 
Trust transparency 

 
For more information please contact Nick Maxwell, Head of Advocacy and Research, Transparency International 
UK, nick.maxwell@transparency.org.uk 


