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The TI ``results`  ̀
 
| Posted: Thursday, October 20, 2005 
 
Transparency International's (TI) index on corruption puts us 
somewhere in the middle. Out of 159 countries surveyed, Ghana 
placed 65th. We are no angels, neither are we devils, it would 
seem. But what else can we make of the results? Many things, 
actually, but there is one which we believe must be looked at very 
urgently: Our collective responsibility. 

When corruption is mentioned, many people immediately jump to 
the conclusion that it is the preserve of politicians, but that is not 
entirely true. Politicians may involve themselves in graft and 
kickbacks, but so do other members of society. From top to bottom, 
we are all involved either by commission or omission.  

Look at us in the media where "soli" has taken such deep roots that 
one cannot imagine a reporter going on assignment and returning 
without an envelope "to help with transport". In fact, some 
journalists demand it and would protest loudly when they are left 
out of the distribution of envelopes. The worst form finds 
expression in extortion and blackmail.  

"Zero Tolerance for Corruption" was the ideal enunciated by 
President Kufuor in 2001, but this is an ideal that cannot be 
achieved over night or in one generation. It needs time to sink in, 
especially in a society like ours where gift giving and taking is 
ingrained in our culture.  

We cannot do away with, nor must we even attempt to abolish our 
cherished traditions of giving and receiving gifts, assistance and all 
those other positive elements that have made our extended family 
system such an effective social safety net..  

As we try to achieve zero tolerance, we must also guard against any 
external influences that would compel us to abandon the positive 
aspects of our culture. We will assist one another, whether in cash 
or kind - that cannot be corruption!  
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