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Name Dr Brian Cooksey 

Date on which initial 
statement lodged, and 
last updated 

29 January 2008, last updated 2 February 
2016 

Remunerated affiliation 
(current and, where 
relevant, past) 

None: I am no longer a member of REPOA’s 
Technical Advisory Committee. 
  

Non-remunerated 
affiliation 
(current and, where 
relevant, past) 

IM of TI 
 

Significant (>10%) 
ownership or controlling 
position 

None 

Any entity in which the 
member have more than 
5% of their total assets 

None  

Public Office or public 
employment 
(current and, where 
relevant, past) 

None 

Interests of close 
personal relationships 
(where applicable). 
(See Conflict of Interests 
Policy, Section 1) 

I am a professional consultant and 
researcher, working mainly on East African 
issues, and specialising on Tanzania. In this 
capacity, I have worked on democratization, 
governance and corruption. The potential 
conflict of interest here is that I might be 
predisposed by financial considerations to be 
uncritical in my work in order to ingratiate 
myself with present and future potential 
clients, in particular bilateral donor agencies. 
I have stopped working with donors on these 
issues to focus on other things.  
 
A second, more serious, potential ‘conflict of 
interests’ relates to my residence status in 
Tanzania, which is governed by opaque and 
badly enforced immigration regulations and 
conditions for obtaining work/ residence 
permits.  
 
At present, I am still struggling to regularise 
my residence status in Tanzania in the face 
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of concerted efforts dating back to 2009 to 
force me to leave the country (despite the 
fact that my family is Tanzanian).  My 
detractors consider my research too 
‘sensitive’ and have concocted a case 
against me, which they use to lobby state 
security. All this happens informally: nobody 
is ‘responsible’. In recent years, the research 
area in which I work has become seriously 
corrupted, making it increasingly difficult to 
operate honestly.  
 
I am therefore forced to self-censure until I 
sort things out.  
 
It is not for me to judge, but I would be 
surprised if my objectivity and preparedness 
to speak out in public on governance and 
corruption issues in a country where I am not 
a citizen had not been influenced by the risk 
of retribution.  
 
My conflict of interests is to ‘speak truth to 
power’ versus my desire to remain in 
Tanzania. 
 
I have been living in Tanzania for 37 years, 
have a Tanzanian wife and child, but have 
been refused work/residence permits by the 
immigration department without explanation 
twice in the last 5 years.  
 
I have been assured that the state security 
apparatus does not have ‘a problem’ with me, 
which supports the ‘personal vendetta’ 
interpretation of the issue.  

Other   


